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Thoughts and Opinions of Muslim Students
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| wanted to share some thoughts in the wake of the Fort Hood ﬂ ¢.
shootings in which the suspect is alleged to be Muslim. | think it would be ‘Qg J E
® 9 A D9

instructive to look at a historical context to understand some of the monu-
mental blunders being committed by individuals in our wid@ommunities.
During second temple Judaism, in which the Jewish people became overly

obsessive with the juridical aspects of their religion, Allah s.w.t sent Jesus ¢  weekly Halaga Kresge Rm. 203
(p.b.u.h) to rectify the message that had lost its spiritual ambiance. The es- @ 7:30 pm

sence of the message of course stays the same, bringing humans to a state

of peace through reconciliation of their inner dispositions and the com- i Khutba Training SessionsNo-
mands of their Lord. Contemporary Muslims have also fallen into the fatal vember 22 @ 13 pm

error of their predecessors; often overly concerned with juridical and Iegisla—.”
tive aspects of Islamic law and not focusing on the higher objectives. A
quick observation of the contemporary Islamic consciousness indicates tha )
there is a continued effort to emphasize issues that are quite trivial to the In This Issue:
larger picture of the Islamic Ummah in its current state. Islam Beyond Stereo- |p.183

types

RIS-Dec. 25 27th

It is hard to believe that a community accused of suicide bombings,
domestic abuse problems, honour killings, radical preachers, etc. is more |Moving Forward p.2
concerned with how long ones beard is, whether someone raises their pant
during prayer or whether women should wear the nigab or not. | agree that
these issues are important, however, by no means should they be atthe |Dunia and Akhira / Re- | p.4
forefront of our concerns. It is almost as though the agenda of our commu- | member DhukHijjah
nity is being dictated to us by outside forces.
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deserves to be heard. All thoughts a
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Write into the beacon by sending us

WE WANT YOU| 156200 words on a topic that interests
® you.
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Moving Forward

As | walked around campus the other day, | had the misfortune of having a song lyric stuck in my
EAAA8 )OO xAOI 60 A AAA Oiich 110 AEA EO EAOA AT U

ET /

was a distraction in class, as | was studying and even when | came to pray. And as | tried to shake the wotgds/

tune back out of my ears, | found that | was frustrated with myself.

If this were an uncommon occurrence in my life, then maybe | would not have been spurred to ac-
tion. But | decided then that it was time for me to set aside the songs that had kept me company for so long,
to leave them behind and move forward.

There was a time in my life where they consoled me, but now it seemed like they were only holding
me back. They were keeping me from concentrating on my studies and on my relationship with Allah (swt)

| came to share this epiphany with a friend, knowing that if | verbalized this contract with myself, |
would be more likely to keep it. And as | explained my
actions over msn, it became clearer to me why | had
to take this step.

--Fadel says:

why cant you listen to not bad songs like... lifehouse
--Fadel says:

or like goo goo dolls

Selma says:

i love goo goo dolls

--Fadel says:

hahahha me too!

Selma says:

but thats exactly the problem

Selma says:

i feel like it gets lodged in your heart and mind
Selma says:

where other things are supposed to be

Selma says:

and then it just takes you away _
Selma says: - .
even when you're trying to move forward —
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This is generally the case for what hearts are attached to in the dunia, in this life. And it is the attachment tp

this life that leads people astray. We forget the greatness of our Lord as we are distracted by our desires ahd

the songs that constantly remind us of them.

These pointless songs and bands take up the space in our chest that should be reserved for the glqri-

fication of Allah (swt). And maybe now with the space that has been emptied in my head and heart, there
will be more room for His perfected verses, the ones that will always comfort but never distract.

Selma Tobah

3rd Year Globalization Studies and Health Scierce
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(continued from pg. 1lf is my personal observation that this religion is being hijacked by individuals who are
attempting to turn it into a political ideology, speaking with antcolonial rhetoric and invoking sentiments of
nationalism to preach antivestern attitudes. Not only is this detrimental to our existence in pluralistic socie-

ties but it is also troublesome because it reduces Islam to a tyrannical system governed by laws excessivel
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alternative Islam, an Islam that speaks of the brotherhood and sisterhood of human beings. The Islam that (p-

lifts humans from their lower desires to show them a spiritual path to God, or the Islam that empowers hum
beings to make the world around them a better place. It is about time that we as a community take respons
bility for these repeated actions in the name of our religion. Unfortunately, extreme incidents like the one in
Fort Hood stem from individuals from our community and it just goes to show that we are doing an inade-
guate job of teaching Muslims a balanced under-
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and rigidity from our consciousness and once l .

again revive Islam back to its humanized form. E

7A AAT AAT1T ) Ol Ai OEAT BN : OfAO
title does not serve it well unless Muslims and

Non-Muslims are safe from the violence of ex-

tremists adhering to the message of our belover IS AM
Messenger (may Allah bless him and give him

peace). Allah knows best.

Ithsham Yousaf
5th year Religious Studies and Sociolg
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SJ@ A Spiritual Success

This past Saturday, our fellow Muslim brothers and sisters took part in organizing a Spiritual Conferefice

at Sir Frederick Banting Secondary School. This conference featured stimulating and critically engaging lect
that covered a wide variety of topics and subject matter that related to issues inherent in so many Muslim
lives. Methodologically, the event ran more than refined. Not only were attendees provided with a delicious
lunch and dinner, but more importantly, it ran on time!

The event was an attempt by the youth of our generation to bring together the community and to pro-
mote stronger ties within the Muslim Ummah while gaining spirituality. However, more than this simple goal,
the Spiritual Journey Conference provided us with an opportunity to celebrate our Muslim faith and to show-
case the talents of numerous Islamic speakers and teachers. In addition, the hard work and dedication of the
organizers of this event effortlessly shone through.

Subsequently, it would seem as though Muslims would be lining up at the doors to be greeted into SIIh

an event. However, | was somewhat disappointed to have witnessed a smaller turnout than | hoped. Noneth
less, however, | realize that this event is only the first stepping stone in a series of what | can confidently pre
dict will be very successful and spiritually communal events to be held in our city, inshAllah.

Aisha Birani
4th year English and Sociology
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Comfort in the Dunia and the Akhira

When a man dies and his relatives are busy in funeral,

there stands an extremely handsome man by his head. When the

dead body is shrouded, that man gets in between the shroud and

the chest of the deceased. When after the burial, the people re-

turn home. Two angels, Munkar and Nakeer, come into the grave

and try to separate this handsome man from the deceased so that

they may be able to interrogate him in privacy about his faith. But

the handsome man says, 'He is my companion, he is my friend. |

will not leave him alone in any case. If you are appointed for inter-

rogation, do your job. | cannot leave him until | get him admitted into Paradise '.
Thereafter he turns to his dead companion and says, 'l am the Qur'an, which you used to read, sometimgs

in a loud voice and sometimes in a low voice. Do not worry. After the interrogation of Munkar and Naker, you wil

have no grief.'

-

The Prophet (pbuh) said: 'On the Day of Judgement, before Allah, no other Intercessor will have a greate
status than the Qur'an, neither a Prophet nor an angel.’

Remember DhuHijjah

Allah swears an oath by the first ten days of DhHljjah, and swearing an oath by something is indicative of its importance]
and great benefit. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning)By the dawn; by the 10 nights" [aFajr 89:12]. Ibn Abbaas,
Ibn akZubayr, Mujaahid and others of the earlier and later generations said that this refers to the first ten days of Bhul
Hijjah. Ibn Katheer said: "This is the correct opinion." [Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 8/413]

Praise be to Allah Who has created Time and has made some times better than others, some months and days and niits
better than others, when rewards are multiplied many times, as a mercy towards His slaves. This encourages them to
more righteous deeds and makes them more eager tworship Him, so that the Muslim renews his efforts to gain a
greater share of reward, prepare himself for death and supply himself in readiness ftire Day of Judgement.

This season of worship brings many benefits, such as the opportunity to correct ones faults and make up for any short-
comings or anything that one might have missed. Every one of these special occasions involves someokiworship
through which the slaves may draw closer to Allah, and some kind of blessing though which Allah bestows His favour apd
mercy upon whomsoever He will. The happy person is the one who makes the most of these special months, days and

hours and draws nearer to his Lord during these times through
acts of worship; he will most likely be touched by the blessing
of Allah and will feel the joy of knowing that he is safe from the
flames of Hell. [Ibn Rajab, dlataaif, p.8]
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